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Santa Fe — Taxation and Revenue Secretary Jan Goodwin announced today the department has
mailed out over 690,000 Gasoline Rebate checks. As aresult, most New Mexicans will have
recelved atax rebate check of up to $289. For those who didn’t receive a check, it is still possible to
apply for the rebate.

“If you or your spouse is a New Mexico resident and you have not received a check yet, don't
worry,” Goodwin said, “The vast mgjority of New Mexicans who don’t get a check this month will
get one in February. We are working very hard to reach out to residents — especialy low-income
seniors — who don't file state taxes,” she said.

The rebate program, proposed by Governor Bill Richardson, is designed to assist those hardest hit by
high-energy prices. Combine the tax rebate with the new funding for the Human Services
Department’ s Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) Governor Richardson
recently signed into law, and the neediest households in New Mexico could receive up to $700 in help
this winter.

To receive the tax rebate this year you must have been aresident of New Mexico in 2004 and filed a
2004 persond income tax return. If you did not file a 2004 personal income tax return, you must have
been a New Mexico resident in 2005 and file a 2005 tax return to receive the rebate in early 2006.
The rebate will be mailed to you just like atax refund. If you are due arefund, the rebate will be
added to that check. The 2005 Persona Income Tax filing kits will be available in January.
Taxpayers can file on-line at www.state.nm.us after January 15, 2005. All forms and instructions
should be posted on the department’ s website by the first of the year.

To assist taxpayers who need help in filing areturn, the Taxation and Revenue Department is
working closaly with Tax Counseling for the Elderly (TEC), Volunteer Income Tax Assistant (VITA)
and Tax Help, which provide free tax counseling and tax preparation. The department aso provides
onsite computers and assistance at its local district offices.

Taxpayers may aso be digible for the Low Income Comprehensive Tax Rebate, the Over 65
Property tax Rebate, and the Child Daycare Tax Credit, which they can also claim on the 2005 New
Mexico personal income tax return. Many rebate recipients may aso qualify for Low Income Home
Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP). Thisyear Governor Richardson approved an additiona $23
million dollars of state funding to this program. LIHEAP cannot be accessed through the personal
income tax system. Inquiries about LIHEAP should be directed to New Mexico's Human Services
Department at 1-800-648-7167.

“The additional tax rebates may be the silver lining for those low-income New Mexicans who have to
file a 2005 tax return to receive their energy rebate,” Goodwin said.

With additiona state dollars available this winter, Goodwin said, the state is reaching out to more
families. The additional state dollars for tax rebates and heating assi stance mean the average low-




income family will receive $450 to help with natura gas, eectricity, propane, or firewood hill, versus
last year's average benefit of $128.



